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Required Texts:

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

Henry IV Part I by William Shakespeare

As You Like It by William Shakespeare

A Selection of Sonnets by William Shakespeare

Course Overview: 
"All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts, 
His acts being seven ages." 
--As You Like It (II, vii, 139-143) 
This senior English course will provide substantial preparation for college, including composition of resumes, college application essays, literary analysis essays, and research papers. Students will engage in preparatory work for college-level English courses, in terms of textual analysis, higher-level writing and research skills. There will be a literary focus on Shakespeare's plays and sonnets. First, and in thematic terms, we will examine the ways in which Shakespeare dramatizes the interplay of self-awareness, personal motivation and political action. Second, we will attend to the texts as scripts, open to an endless number of differing and yet excellent staged events. Third, we will recognize personal and inter-textual connections between Shakespeare’s plays, poetry and his own life and times.

*The Honors Course will have less emphasis on daily work grades and more emphasis on exams and papers. While both classes study similar literature, Honors English will include supplementary texts. Students in Honors will do more independent reading, engage in more literary criticism, and write more in-depth essays than students in 

English 7.
Grading:

Exams: 30%

You will be given a cumulative exam for each marking period, which will assess your study of the assigned texts and any supporting materials provided. You will be expected 

to engage in independent study, as well as classroom review, of all course materials in order to adequately prepare for each exam. 

Papers: 30%

You will be expected to produce reflective, responsive and research based papers that would be acceptable in an introductory college English course. You will incorporate necessary college English skills and resources, including but not limited to MLA style and formatting, in your final papers. Writing assistance will be available during tutoring sessions after school time.

Homework: 20%

You will be expected to turn in homework in a timely manner, as punctuality carries heavy weight in this course. Late homework will automatically be considered half-credit, unless a doctor’s note or legitimate parental note is provided. 

Attendance and participation: 20%

For this course to run smoothly, it is crucial that you attend class having read and thought about the week’s reading and that you come to class and engage in vigorous discussion.    Your grade will drop as a result of poor attendance, punctuality and participation. If you attend class consistently and participate in class discussion/activities, you will get full credit for this portion of your grade.

