E7 Honors Paper #3:

 Research Paper on Shakespeare’s Works

Due: Class period, Friday, January 5, 2007

Research Paper Objective: After choosing a topic that you would like to explore regarding Shakespeare’s literary works, you will create a thesis that consists of the topic and your opinion about it. Your thesis must express your particular stance on the chosen topic. You will then develop your paper, using research from your primary sources (a minimum of two from the following: Julius Caesar (1599), Henry IV Part I (1596), Sonnets 1, 18, 29, 130, and Sonnet taken from Romeo and Juliet—Act I Scene iv) and secondary sources (a minimum of three researched and cited in a separate Works Cited Page). 

Your 5-7 page research paper should include the following elements (each element is worth 10 points; 10=highest):

1. Thesis: The thesis is the central, controlling idea of the paper and is clearly stated early in the essay (often at the end of the introductory paragraph). It is what you hope your readers will gain by reading the paper. It is their connection to the subject, their reason for reading it. _________

2.  Authentic Purpose: Being committed to your topic and having an authentic purpose for writing is an important step in becoming a researcher. The authentic purpose is the reason you care about a subject, the argument you are proposing and the reason you are qualified to write about it; it is YOUR connection to the subject. ____________

3. Topic Sentence and Paragraph Unity: The topic sentence is the central idea of a paragraph often stated in a sentence at the beginning. Paragraph unity is limiting each paragraph to one central idea that supports the Topic Sentence. The paragraph remains focused on it the central idea throughout, without digressing into other related or unrelated ideas. ___________

4. Development: Development refers to the use of specific facts, details, explanations, and examples that support the single topic of each paragraph. Usually paragraphs of less than four sentences have not provided sufficient information to explain the topic sentence. ____________

5. Organization: Giving a paper a clear pattern by grouping related ideas together and ordering the ideas for maximum effect, while giving a clear beginning, middle and end. ____________

6. Focus: A paper has a clear focus when the writer has chosen an appropriate subject, limited it properly, and stuck to it without including irrelevant information or digressions. _______________

7. Transitions: Transitions are words or phrases that link ideas together and create coherence in a paper. Ideally, all paragraphs should begin with transitions, and transitions should also be used frequently within paragraphs to link sentences together. Transitional words: likewise, consequently, similarly, next, finally, also, besides, actually, however, further. Transitional phrases: at the same time, as a result, on the other hand, in the first place, to sum up, for example, in fact, in short. ___________

8. Pre-Writing/Note-Taking/Outlining: Provide at least two full pages (handwritten or typed) of pre-writing which may include all or some of the following: plans/hopes for research findings and outcomes of research, evaluation, reflections/opinions, and paraphrasing/summarizing of sources, and outlining (for guidance, use the following: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/notes.html). _________

9. Works Cited Page and In-Text Citation: Follow the MLA Formatting and Style=MLA (Modern Language Association) is the most common way to compose papers in the Humanities. MLA formatting includes the formatting of the first page, the spacing, heading, headers,  and font style. See the following website to accurately follow the MLA formatting: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/  For MLA Style of Citation for the Works Cited Page and in-text citation,  see this website:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/#resourcenav    

For specific instructions on citing electronic resources for your Works Cited Page,   use this link: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/ 

Also, use the Sample Research Paper below to see the student’s Works Cited Page as a model. ______________

10. Proper Language and Grammar: Avoid spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and usage errors. Use sophisticated vocabulary appropriately. NO Instant Messaging language. Make every attempt to avoid first person (any form of “I”) and any form of “you.” Instead, use such words as “readers, people, society, and general public.” Do you need some guidance? Check this out: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/  _____________

***AVOID PLAGIARISM by adhering to the following information provided by: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/. If you think you might be plagiarizing, make sure to cite the source. Plagiarism could cost you a zero—it’s not worth it.  

Some helpful resources for the Research Paper Process:

· The Basic Steps for Composing a Research Paper http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/critical.html
· Creating the Works Cited Page and using In-Text Citation: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/#resourcenav                

· Sample Research Paper:

http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Daly-MLA.pdf
