Junior English Vocabulary List #1

1. Ailment (noun)-illness, sickness; “Joe always complained about different ailments, though the doctor never found anything wrong with him.” 

2. Assertiveness (noun)-boldness, audacity; “The girl’s assertiveness revealed that she was someone who would speak up against injustice.”

3.  Breadth (noun)-extent, width, range; “The breadth of his essay was excellent; he produced an insightful analysis of the novel.”

4. Chasm (noun)-gap, break, opening; “The chasm between the train and the platform caused the passengers to have to jump off the train.”

5.  Commercialism (noun)-marketability, profitability; “The United States is a capitalistic society that depends on commercialism of both large and small companies.”

6.  Conciliatory (adj.)-soothing, comforting; “The icy hot cream was conciliatory to my strained muscles; it eased the soreness.”

7.  Contingent (adj.)-dependent, relying; “Getting a good grade in English is contingent on the fact that you do your homework and attend class regularly.”

8.  Convene (v.)-to assemble, to call together; “The student government meetings convene on Fridays after school, so if you want your voice to be heard you should attend.”

9. Decree (n.)-an order, declaration; “The president sent out a decree that the troops must remain in Iraq until further notice.”

10.  Deter (v.)-to prevent, to discourage; “The orange cones deterred the vehicles from passing.”

11.  Disdain (noun)-hatred, contempt; “I have great disdain for people who are prejudiced and mean-spirited; I will never like people who think that way.”

12. Excerpt (noun)-a selection or passage; “The listening passage was an excerpt taken from Christopher Reeve’s book.”

13.  Extracurricular (adj.)-supplementary, optional; “Colleges like to see students who are involved in extracurricular activities—that includes community service, teams, clubs, and other such volunteer activities.”

14.  Extract (v.)-to take out or remove; “When I was making scrambled eggs, I had to extract some of the shells from the yoke because I don’t like crunchy eggs.”

15.  Gaiety (noun)-cheerfulness, joviality; “The gaiety at the party was apparent by the laughing and smiling faces.”

16. Homage (noun)-respect, deference; “When we went to the Vietnam Memorial in Washington D.C., we saw many flowers and letters—evidence of homage to the fallen men and women from the Vietnam War. 

17.  Imposing (adj.)-intimidating, impressive, striking; “The 7-foot man’s height is so imposing that the people he meets are initially frightened by him.”

18. Indelible (adj.)-permanent, lasting forever; “There’s always at least one teacher who leaves an indelible impression—that teacher will be remembered forever.” 

19.  Intriguing (adj.)-fascinating, captivating; “Cynthia found Jon so intriguing that she couldn’t stop thinking about him; his intelligence and charm were so alluring.”

20.  Monumental (adj.)-immense, massive, very important; “Graduation is a monumental time in a person’s life; family and friends are eager to share in the special day.”

21.  Moratorium (noun)-a standstill, a passive, a suspension; “There was a moratorium of the trial until more evidence was presented.”

22. Noxious (adj.)-harmful, toxic; "Artificial sweeteners and other artificial flavors have been found to be noxious--causing cancer in lab animals."

23.  Oust (v.)-to remove, to cast out; “The student government president was ousted from her office when she was found stealing at the local mall.”

24. Staunch (adj.)-devoted, unwavering, committed; “New York City is known to have many staunch liberals who support the Democratic party.”

25.  Stinginess (noun)-greed, selfishness, tightfistedness; “Her stinginess was apparent when she bought him a $5 birthday present after dating for two years.”

26.  Thwart (v.)-to prevent, to hinder, to obstruct; “The opposing team thwarted the last foul shot, which allowed them to win the game.”

27. Toil (v.)-to work hard, to labor; “Many of our ancestors had to toil in the fields from sunrise to sunset; we have it easy as compared to them.”

28.  Venerable (adj.)-respected, honored, admired; “The venerable judge entered the courtroom and then the trial proceeded.”

29.  Vie (v.)-to compete, to oppose; “The first two finishing runners vied for 1st place, though only one could win.”

30. Zealous adj. enthusiastically devoted to something; fervent; “The dictator’s followers were so zealous that if he had asked them all the jump off a cliff, most of them would have done so.”

