The Dialectical Journal (Double-Entry Journal) 
Dialectic: “The art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.” 

Dialectical Journal Format:

¨       Divide each paper in half

¨       Label the left side “Text” and the right side “Comments.”

¨       The “Text” side should be used for reading notes, direct quotes, summaries, lists, images, etc., always accompanied by act, scene, and line numbers.

¨       The “Comments” side is where you record your corresponding comments. Record your reactions, ideas, comments, inferences, questions, etc.

Requirements:

¨       The dialectical journal should be kept on lined, loose-leaf paper in a journal/marble notebook and written in ink or typewritten on printer paper. If typewritten, type on the left side of the paper only and handwrite the comments section on the right side.  Make sure your name and the section of the reading is listed at the top of each page.  You must have 2-4 separate entries for each act of Hamlet. 

¨       A working dialectical journal should be brought to class every day, and a completed dialectical journal should be brought on the day Hamlet is due. 

When should you write things down?

¨       Certain details seem important to you.

¨       You have an epiphany.

¨       You learn something significant about a character.

¨       You recognize a pattern (overlapping images, repetitions of idea, details, etc.)

¨       You agree or disagree with something a character says.

¨       You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation.

¨       You learn something important about a character.

¨       You notice something important or relevant about the writer’s style.

¨       You notice effective use of literary devices.

Grading:
 
90-100 – Detailed, meaningful passages, plot and quote selections; thoughtful interpretation and commentary about the text; includes comments about literary elements (like theme, diction, imagery, syntax, symbolism, etc.) and how these elements contribute to the meaning of the text; asks thought-provoking, insightful questions; coverage of text is complete and thorough; journal is neat, organized and readable; student has followed directions in the organization of the journal.
 
80-89 – Less detailed, but good selections; some intelligent commentary about the text; includes some comments about literary elements (like theme, diction, imagery, syntax, symbolism, etc.) but less than how these elements contribute to the meaning of the text; asks some thought-provoking, insightful questions; coverage of text is complete and thorough; journal is neat, organized and readable; student has followed directions in the organization of the journal.
 
70-79 – A few good details about the text; most of the commentary is vague, unsupported or plot summary/paraphrase; some listing of literary elements, but perhaps inadequate discussion; asks few or obvious questions; addresses most of the reading assignment, but not very thoroughly; journal is relatively neat; student has perhaps not followed all directions in formatting.
 
65-69 – Few good details from the text; all notes are plot summary or paraphrase; few literary elements, virtually no discussion on meaning; no good questions; limited coverage of text/too short; did not follow directions; difficult to read/follow.
64 and below – No dialectical journal completed on day collected.
