MOVIE REVIEW ASSIGNMENT FOR AS YOU LIKE IT

This HW assignment (3x value) due date is Wednesday, January 17, 2007

Requirements: You should prepare your movie review of the film version (1978; details can be found here: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0077180/) of As You Like It. Your movie review must be at least 250 words, typed, with an original title. You must interweave summary with your critique (opinions). You should also consider the setting, mood, lighting, characters' appearances, actions, personalities, speech and relationships, music, director's message to the audience and his interpretation of the Shakespearean text, and your criticism and praise. You should use sophisticated language and thoughtful analysis. You will be expected to share your movie review with the class. Your review should closely resemble a movie review from The New York Times. 

For movie review samples, see The New York Times reviews here: http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html 

A SAMPLE MOVIE REVIEW FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES:

A Fairy Tale for Fractured Times 

(taken from The New York Times)

By MATT ZOLLER SEITZ

Published: January 4, 2007

Anyone who dismisses the “Shrek” movies as lowbrow junk should see “Happily N’Ever After,” a cartoon feature that apes those films’ visuals, soundtrack choices and rude jokes, while throwing away their sweetness and conviction. 

Skip to next paragraph Like Dreamworks’ ogre comedies, “Happily” is a grab-bag parody set in a fantasyland derived from bedtime stories and Disney films. The adopted chambermaid Ella (voiced by Sarah Michelle Gellar, drawn like Winona Ryder) and the poor dishwasher Rick (Freddie Prinze Jr.) battle Ella’s wicked stepmother, Frieda (Sigourney Weaver). 

Frieda has seized control of the kingdom’s Department of Fairytale-Land Security, a surveillance tower in which a wizard (George Carlin) and his hapless, runty, nonhuman minions (Andy Dick and Wallace Shawn) monitor the kingdom’s continuing narratives (Rapunzel, Rumpelstiltskin, etc.).

That’s a good setup. Unfortunately, the filmmakers are content to repeat fairy-tale tropes in a smug directorial voice. Worse, unlike “Shrek” — which countered Disney’s 19th-century aesthetic by insisting that morality defines beauty, not the other way around — “Happily” regurgitates retrograde attitudes while pretending to criticize them. 

Despite self-aware touches — including Mr. Prinze’s resentful, smart-aleck narration and a sight gag in which the film seems to slip free of its sprockets — this is another tired kidsploitation product in which a wasp-waisted ingénue and a shallow beau (whose boy-band looks make him a redundant alternative to Patrick Warburton’s predictably vain and oafish prince) drive the plot and live happily ever. The stepsisters are cardboard gold diggers, the stepmother a haughty shrew who’s not fit to wield the wizard’s magic staff. 

Potentially lively backup characters — kindly sous-chefs in toadstool-shape hats; bipedal wolves with “Sopranos” accents; plump butch witches on jet-propelled brooms — get stuck with the usual options: Serve the pretty ones or get lost. 

Root for the stepmom. 

“Happily N’Ever After” is rated PG (Parental guidance suggested) for rude jokes and mild innuendo. 
