	Category 
	Not Yet There 

(1-6)
	Acceptable 

(7-8)
	Successful 

(9-10)

	Literary Works for Paper
	Literary works lacked challenge.
	Literary works were appropriate.
	Literary works were challenging.

	Introduction
	Introduction is too general, lacks an attention grabber, does not have much detail, and does not provide relevant information that leads to thesis. 
	Introduction provides relevant information that leads to the thesis. 
	Introduction engages reader immediately, provides relevant information that leads gracefully to thesis.

	Thesis Statement
	Thesis is non-existent, unclear, too broad, or too narrow.  
	Thesis is identifiable, clear, neither too broad nor too narrow, and it goes beyond mere statement of fact.
	Thesis is clear, well-stated, thought-provoking, insightful, and engaging.

	Organization/ Focus
	Topic sentences are missing or do not support the thesis.
	Topic sentences express ideas that relate to thesis. 
	Topic sentences advance thesis.

	
	Most individual paragraphs are not unified around a single idea. 
	Most individual paragraphs are unified around a single idea.
	All individual paragraphs are unified around a single idea.

	
	Transitions are unclear or missing.
	Transitions are mostly appropriate.
	Transitions are clear, varied, and elegant.

	
	Logic of argument is unclear. 
	Logic of argument is clear.
	Logic of argument is clear, thorough, and artful.

	Evidence: Details/ Quotations
	Evidence is irrelevant or missing.
	Evidence is relevant and sufficient.
	Evidence is relevant and convincing.

	
	Evidence is not introduced clearly.
	Evidence is introduced clearly.
	Evidence is clearly and gracefully introduced.

	Analysis of Evidence
	Analysis of evidence is missing or inadequate.
	Analysis of evidence supports thesis.
	Analysis of evidence develops thesis and deepens argument; it is thoughtfully constructed and fully integrated.

	Conclusion
	Conclusion fails to summarize ideas and/or merely restates thesis.
	Conclusion summarizes ideas, and expands on thesis
	Conclusion synthesizes ideas and sheds new light on the importance of thesis 

	Language
	Writing is unclear and/or repetitive.
	Writing is usually clear and free of unnecessary repetition.
	Writing is clear, concise, sophisticated, engaging, and persuasive.

	Mechanics: 

grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling, proofreading
	 Paper has many grammar, usage, punctuation, and/or spelling errors that impede communication of ideas.
	Paper has few grammar, usage, punctuation, and/or spelling errors. 
	Paper has no (or extremely few) grammar, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.

	Presentation: 

Page format (numbered pages; see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/), Original Title,  Citations and Works Cited (see this source: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/02/ )
	Paper is missing required elements. 
	Paper has required elements mostly in proper format. 
	Paper has all required elements in proper format. 


