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Course Readings:
· The Metamorphosis (1915) by Franz Kafka: Examine how alienation and dehumanization transform a young man as a result of family tensions and financial difficulties. The novella takes place in an apartment in an unnamed city and unspecified time, although the setting resembles Prague, the capital city of the Czech Republic (in Eastern Europe, neighboring Germany and Poland). 
· The Awakening (1899) by Kate Chopin: Discover how an unconventional woman struggles with the limitations set forth on women at the end of the 19th century in Louisiana. Analyze how Chopin reveals feminism in its earlier form through this woman’s journeys. 
· The Kite Runner (2003) by Khaled Hosseini: Examine how environmental and experiential factors of life in Afghanistan (upbringing, community and politics) influence an individual’s choices and accomplishments.      
·  The Namesake (2003) by Jhumpa Lahiri: Analyze how a family from India struggles with assimilation in America and ties to their traditions.
Course Overview: This Senior English 8 course will provide quality preparation for college, including the study of contemporary, world literature, literary analysis writing, public speaking/presentation and a final research-based thesis paper. Students will engage in college-level preparatory work, in terms of textual analysis, presentation, college writing and research skills. There will be a literary focus on the thematic study of dreams, goals and fantasies, as well as personal and current event connections to a variety of literary works. 

Grading:

Papers, Presentations, and Exams: 50%

You will be expected to produce reflective, responsive and research based writing and presentations that would be acceptable in an introductory college English course. You will incorporate necessary college English skills and resources, including but not limited to MLA style and formatting, in your final papers. Writing and presentation assistance will be available online and during class time.

Quizzes: 20%

You will be given reading quizzes that are both unannounced and announced, which will assess your reading of the assigned texts. 
Homework: 15%

You will be expected to turn in homework in a timely manner, as punctuality carries heavy weight in this course. Late homework will automatically be considered half-credit, unless a doctor’s note or legitimate parental note is provided. 

Class Work, Participation, Attendance, Punctuality: 15%

You will be expected to attend class regularly in a timely fashion. You are expected to engage in discussion and other class activities. You are expected to maintain self-discipline and respect for yourself and others. Your grade will be affected positively when all of these requirements are fulfilled. 
