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Course Readings:
· The Metamorphosis (1915) by Franz Kafka: Examine how alienation and dehumanization transform a young man as a result of family tensions and financial difficulties. The novella takes place in an apartment in an unnamed city and unspecified time, although the setting resembles Prague, the capital city of the Czech Republic (in Eastern Europe, neighboring Germany and Poland). 
· The Kite Runner (2003) by Khaled Hosseini: Examine how environmental and experiential factors of life in Afghanistan (upbringing, community and politics) influence an individual’s choices and accomplishments.      
·  The Namesake (2003) by Jhumpa Lahiri: Analyze how a family from India struggles with assimilation in America and ties to their traditions.
· Regents Preparatory Materials
Course Overview: This Senior English 8, Regents-Preparatory course will provide quality preparation for college, including the study of contemporary, world literature, literary analysis writing, public speaking/presentation, and English Regents preparation for the Regents exam (to be taken June 2011).  There will be a literary focus on the thematic study of dreams, goals and fantasies, as well as personal and current event connections to a variety of literary works. 

Course Expectations & Supplies:

· Bring a notebook/binder and a folder and multiple pens/pencils to class everyday.

· Always carry a book/text you are reading with you for this course.

· Writing (both formal and informal) for this course will be NO fewer than 300 words (two full pages handwritten or one page typed).  

· You are expected to check the teacher website www.msconn.net for all class and homework assignments. You are responsible for all missed work. Late work is penalized (half credit given) unless you provide the teacher with a legitimate parent’s/doctor’s note. Then, a specific, acceptable amount of time will be arranged with the teacher to make up missed work.  

· No electronic devices (headphones/earphones, cell phones, Ipods, sidekicks, etc.) and no headgear will be worn in class, as they are distracting to a productive learning environment.

Grading:

Papers, Presentations, and Exams: 50%

You will be expected to produce reflective, responsive and text-based writing and presentations that would be acceptable in an introductory college English course. You will incorporate necessary college English skills and resources, including but not limited to MLA style and formatting, in your papers. Writing and presentation assistance will be available online and during class time.

Quizzes: 20%

You will be given reading quizzes that are both unannounced and announced, which will assess your reading of the assigned texts. 
Homework: 15%

You will be expected to turn in homework in a timely manner, as punctuality carries heavy weight in this course. Late homework will automatically be considered half-credit, unless a doctor’s note or legitimate parental note is provided. 

Class Work, Participation, Attendance, Punctuality: 15%

You will be expected to attend class regularly in a timely fashion. You are expected to engage in discussion and other class activities. You are expected to maintain self-discipline and respect for yourself and others. Your grade will be affected positively when all of these requirements are fulfilled. 

