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Course Overview: 

This senior English course is a college-preparatory course, which will provide you with intellectual challenges and a sophisticated workload. In this course, we will study world literature that offers a panoramic perspective of the human experience. We will endeavor to answer the questions: How does literature teach us about ourselves? How are the struggles of humankind reflected in the universal themes of literature? What role does the understanding of these themes play in the present and future development of humanity? How does our writing, here and now, contribute to the collective “history” of humankind?  

Course Objectives

In this course, you will:

· Improve close reading and analytical strategies

· Stretch imaginative abilities in reaction to literature

· Improve your ability to find and explain (through discussion and writing) what is of value in literature

· Develop an effective understanding and use of rhetoric strategies, including tone, voice, diction and sentence structure

· Improve organization in writing to improve coherence and emphasis

· Effectively explain and support arguments

· Advance vocabulary skills and language appropriation 

Our Readings

For each text, we will examine:

· Our own experiences and interpretations of the text

· Literary elements within each text (character, theme, setting, tone, etc.), both those that are universal and those that are specific to each genre

· The author’s writing style, use of language, and strategies

· The influences of culture, time period, the author’s background, and literary period on the text
Writing Evaluation

For your writing, you will be evaluated by the following:

· Thesis development

· Logical organization (especially transitions, introductions, and conclusions)

· Development of ideas, which includes balancing generalizations with specific supportive detail and evaluating which examples and quotations best develop the thesis

· Rhetorical strategies that can be used to persuade the reader (controlling tone, use of a consistent voice, emphasis created through parallelism and antithesis)

· Vocabulary use and word choice

· Variety in sentence structure

· Writing conventions (grammar, punctuation, etc.)

· Development of your writer’s voice, which includes diction and tone

E12 Semester Coursework

This semester will include the following: resume writing, college essay/analytical writing, focus on the writer’s voice, adherence to organization, fluency, word choice, conventions, peer review, college application process, literary terminology, analysis of literature at the college level, vocabulary study, research/presentation, and the study of plays, poetry and non-fiction.

Theme 1: Love is a Battlefield (Quarters 1 and 2)

 Essential Questions: How do we better understand the downfalls in relationships, including, but not limited to, jealousy and betrayal? How does Shakespeare reveal universal understanding of people’s choices during the rise and fall of relationships?

Major Text: Othello by William Shakespeare

Theme 2: The Effects of Environment on Identity (Quarter 3)

Essential Questions: How does a setting affect a person’s growth and development? Why does love flourish in certain environments? How can people find happiness and love and still maintain their identities? How are the roles of men and women shaped by their setting?  How do men and women both adapt to and challenge their environments?
Major Texts: As You Like It by William Shakespeare

                     A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

Grading:

Grades will be largely based on effort. You are encouraged to resubmit written work until the full potential for the piece is achieved. Similarly, your active participation in class discussion and activities will form an important part of your grade. Late work, however, will be penalized (half credit given), so it is important to stay current with your assignments. Likewise, failure to complete a reading assignment in a timely manner will preclude your participation in class discussion/activities, thus negatively impacting your grade. Citizenship and overall positive contributions to the class will also be considered in your final average. 

Exams, Papers, Projects—50%

Quizzes—20%

Homework—15%

Classwork, Participation, Citizenship—15%

