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 SPRING SEMESTER, 2012

Prerequisites: Passing the ELA Regents, completion of E1-E7 

Instructor: Ms. Conn (www.msconn.net) 

Contact: HConn@schools.nyc.gov
Teaching Periods: 2, 5, 6, 8, and 9 

Room 232

Senior English (E8): World Literature, College & Career Readiness
Dear Students:


The course objective is to enjoy and find value in what we read.  In doing so, you will strengthen your reading as well as writing skills (both structural and mechanical) to better help you with college preparation and readiness.

In E8, you will be prepared and encouraged to do your best to pass the class. E8 is a rigorous, exciting reading and writing course, which continues students’ study of literature and writing and prepares them for the next level, college.  Literary study will include both established classics and contemporary texts of recognized literary merit. Writing will focus on critical literary analysis. The course will offer practice in college reading and writing. The units of study are centered on the essential questions: How is literature around the world, from different time periods, still relevant? How is the human experience universal (exceeds the bounds of time and space)? Some other issues concerning the stages of human social growth include:  Search for Identity, Society and the Individual, What Drives Human Behavior, Pursuit of Dreams and Goals, and Life Questions.  Engaging reading and authentic writing assignments are linked to these themes to underscore the importance of reading and writing in the workplace and throughout life. Research, college-preparatory analysis, and career exploration are key elements of the course.
Finally, the nature of this course is to not only challenge you, but to also push you to stretch beyond what you already know and can do.  It requires self-regulation, motivation, dedication, correct mindset, respect, and responsibility to do well in this class.  We (parents, administration, guidance, and teachers) want you to succeed and do well, but ONLY you can do well and achieve a passing grade. 
Your grade is not equal to your value in this class or value as a person in society.  However, it is a good way to assess where you came from, but more importantly, where you are going.  

Required Readings (Literary Works), but not limited to: 

Introduction to World Literature Course Outline

Kafka, Franz. The Metamorphosis

Orwell, George. 1984

Shakespeare, William. Macbeth

Wilde, Oscar. The Importance of Being Earnest

Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray
Speeches/Essays (selections to be determined)
Writing Opportunities:

MLA Research Paper

Creating Blogs

Materials needed EVERYDAY! 
· Notebook

· Pens/pencils
· Reading materials at all times

I reserve the right to change course requirements and grading requirements as the year progresses. Changes will be made in all cases for the best interest of the majority of students.
Grading Policy: 

The breakdown is as follows:

	Major papers and tests
	Projects
	Quizzes
	Homework
	Classwork and Participation

	30%
	20%
	20%
	15%
	15%


Please note that for ONLY the first Marking Period you will receive a letter grade:

E-Excellent 


Student earning 90+ grade

S-Satisfactory


Student earning 75-89 grade

N-Needs Improvement

Student earning 65-74

U-Un-Satisfactory

Student earning 55-64

BENCHMARKS: Midterm and Final TBD

Students will learn and develop skills from the NYS Common Cored Standards (CCS) and show evidence of the same through formal and informal assessments (projects, quizzes, tests, homework, and class participation).

· Employ effective reading strategies

· Write fluently for multiple purposes

· Use mechanics effectively

· Understand various literary genres

· Reflect upon universal themes

· Identify literary tones for specific purposes

· Increase vocabulary through context clues

· Sustain a literary “argument” through thesis and supportive evidence
· Analyze the components of effective literary expression
Classroom Policy and Procedures:

ATTENDANCE
To verify an absence, a parent or guardian must provide written documentation or doctor’s note on the first day the student returns to class.  Failure to submit verification for absence on test days will result in a zero for the specific test.
MAKE-UP WORK

A student is allowed to complete make-up work for any absences that are VERIFIED (see attendance policy above). It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make-up work upon returning from an absence or suspension; a one to two-day make-up period is allowed for each missed day depending on the assignment.

Seating Arrangements: Teacher reserves the right to assign specific seats to students.

EXPECTATIONS/MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 
· Read and demonstrate understanding of texts
· Write papers of varying length 
· Complete all assigned work and meet all deadlines 
· Take and organize notes weekly
· Maintain a portfolio of personal reading and writing
· Check instructor’s website @ www.msconn.net EVERYDAY for assignments and instructions
· Send an email (hconn@schools.nyc.gov) if you are going to be absent from class.
Requirements:

In order to better equip yourself for college and to maintain/improve your current GPA you must fulfill the following requirements:

CLASSROOM RULES/EXPECTED BEHAVIOR

· MUST follow Student Code of Conduct in Student/Parent Handbook (from behavioral to attire)
· MUST show respect to earn it from peers and instructor.
· MUST NOT use any communication/electronic devices. (NO EXCEPTIONS! Consider this your first written and verbal warning) All electronic devices may be collected and turned over to the Dean and result in a parent’s meeting.
· MUST LISTEN attentively when teacher and peers are speaking. Raise your hands if you need to contribute to class discussions.

· MUST submit authentic work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students engaging in plagiarism will be immediately and appropriately reprimanded. 

· MUST come to class PREPARED-with books, assignments, and necessary writing equipment.

· MUST use pass to exit class in session. No passes will be issued to the cafeteria, guidance, or an administrator. Do NOT interrupt the teacher or class discussion to use the pass. There is a time-period every day (at least 10-15 minutes) of individual, pair or group work period when students may use the pass. Students that need to see a guidance counselor or an administrator must do so during lunch and not during core classes. Exception to this rule: present appointment note from guidance/administrator.

· NO Food or Drinks allowed.
· Please always think that your parent/guardian/idol is in the classroom watching you! 
RESPECT IN THE CLASSROOM: To earn respect from teacher and peers, you must show it.  Students must remain focused on the work at hand at all times.  In terms of discipline, if the need arises, the following guidelines will apply:

· Initial Incident – Verbal warning 
· Second Incident – Discipline referral and/or call to parent/guardian

· Third Incident – Discipline referral and Administration involvement

I reserve the right to call or email a parent or guardian at any point to discuss the progress, or lack thereof, concerning a student’s work or behavior in class.

Lateness – Being late to class is a disturbance to your peers and the teacher, but mostly it affects your education.  Being prompt to class is essential to making the most of the time you are given.  You are expected to be in you seat and ready to begin (materials out) when the bell rings.  Disciplinary action will be taken.

Plagiarism –You know it---don’t do it.  No tolerance.  No warning as this is a NO TOLERANCE RULE. If you’re unsure of a definition or example of plagiarism, please see me. 
Work missed due to an absence:

You are expected to keep up with any work you miss.  If a student is going to be absent or has been absent, it is the responsibility of that student to get missed work and have it completed.  To obtain missed work, contact guidance, have a friend get it, look at www.msconn.net, or email me at hconn@schools.nyc.gov.  I will be contacting home if your absences and/or lack of make-up work become a problem. 

If a major paper or written assignment is due on a certain date and you cannot be in class, submit it to me via email and copy yourself (Life Lesson #1: Always have a plan B).  This ensures that you will receive full credit for the assignment. If a major paper or written assignment (one that has a grading rubric) is not turned in on time, there will be -10 points deducted each day late. Punctuality is important! This is Life Lesson #2. 
Late Assignment Policy: 

· For informal homework assignments, each assignment is worth 10 points. If an assignment is turned in late, you will receive an automatic half-credit (5 points deducted). 

STARTING AND ENDING CLASS

· Please remain in seats until the bell rings for class dismissal.  Push in chairs for the next class.
ASSESSMENT DATES

To be determined

SIGNED CONFIRMATION OR UNDERSTANDING

11th Grade English Contract agreement (attached)

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

Each student must provide instructor with parent/guardian emergency contact and student’s email.
My Contact information:

Email: hconn@schools.nyc.gov

Phone: 718-937-4270 ext. 232
Website: www.msconn.net
Please check your child’s class performance on www.jupitergrades.com.
If you have a problem with an assignment or with something that affects your performance in class, please see me or your guidance counselor. I want this to be a productive and rewarding semester for you.

Message to parents/guardian:

Please play an active role in your child’s education by practicing good rituals and routines of learning at home. Ask your child to see his/her assignments or have them leave it out for your review, sit and read with your child, and help them edit their writing.  But more importantly, encourage your child to race to the finish line--GRADUATION! 

THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

                                                           Dennis M. Walcott, Chancellor

                                                       Information Technology High School
21-16 44th Road, Long Island City, NY 11101
                          Phone: 718-937-4270   Fax: 718-937-5236

                                                              Ms. Patricia Martin, Principal

SPRING SEMESTER, 2012
Ms. Conn, English Teacher (www.msconn.net)  Email: hconn@schools.nyc.gov
Please fill in ALL of the blank spaces on this Contract & Information Form.

Student’s Information:

Name ____________________________________________ email:_________________

Address (street, apt. #, city, state and zip)_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a computer at home? ______________ Do you have a printer?_____________

Do you have a library card?____________ Completed any College Now Courses?________

Extracurricular Activities/Work?__________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Previous ELA Teacher_____________                     Grade earned:________________________

Favorite subjects: Check the appropriate boxes and list teacher(s)

	Math
	ELA
	Social

Studies
	Science
	Foreign

Language
	Physical

Ed
	Music




( My parents and I will check my academic performance on www.jupitergrades.com and check all assignments on www.msconn.net regularly!

Parent’s/Guardian’s Information:

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

( I will continue/establish good rituals and routines with my child regarding his/her assignments.

( I will build a strong alliance with my child’s guidance counselor and teacher to help my child.

( My child will attend class everyday, unless there’s an emergency/sickness with an absent note.

Comments/Concerns that I need to know about your child:  
_______________________________________________________________________________

Please sign below and return!

I have received, read, and agree to the course and classroom requirements.

Student’s signature __________________________________________ Date __________

Parent/Guardian Print name:________________________________________________


Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature ________________________________________________
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