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Required Texts:

1984 by George Orwell

Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Selections of American Literature essays, poems, and short stories 
Course Overview: 

This eleventh grade English course will provide substantial, college-preparatory literature that supports the theme of “the pursuit of happiness.” There will be an emphasis on the literary analysis of Shakespeare’s tragic play, Hamlet, George Orwell’s prophetic novel, 1984, as well as works that fit in the genre of American Literature, including essays, poems, and short stories. Students will also engage in college-level study skills and preparation, which include language skill building, resume writing, college essay writing and portfolio compilation.  

Course Expectations & Supplies:

· Bring a three-subject notebook (with multiple folders) or binder and multiple pens/pencils to class everyday.

· The binder should contain three dividers with all your work in the following sections: Analysis of Literature, Writing Skills, and Homework.  The binder should contain 8 ½ x 11 lined loose leaf paper. If a notebook is chosen, make sure the notebook paper is perforated.

· Always carry a book/text you are reading with you for this course.

· Writing (both formal and informal) for this course will be NO fewer than 300 words.  

· You are expected to check the teacher website www.msconn.net for all classwork and homework assignments. You are responsible for all missed work. Late work is penalized (half credit given) unless you provide the teacher with a legitimate parent’s/doctor’s note. Then, a specific, acceptable amount of time will be arranged with the teacher to make up missed work.  

· No electronic devices (headphones/earphones, cell phones, Ipods, sidekicks, etc.) and no headgear will be worn in class, as they are distracting to a productive learning environment.

Grading:

Exams, Papers & Projects: 50%

You will be expected to compose in-depth, reflective, responsive and text-based papers that will assist in your success in college. Informal papers will be given homework credit (see the homework section below). Formal papers (typed, formatted, and addressing a given rubric) will be given a grade. These formal papers will carry the same weight of a major exam. Expect to have at least one major exam and/or formal paper per marking period.

Quizzes: 20%

You will be given reading and vocabulary quizzes on a regular basis, which will assess your study of the assigned texts and vocabulary provided. 
Homework: 15%

You will be expected to turn in homework and projects in a timely manner, as punctuality carries heavy weight in this course. Late homework will automatically be considered half-credit, unless a doctor’s note or legitimate parental note is provided. 

Attendance, Classwork and Participation: 15%

For this course to run smoothly, it is crucial that you attend class having read and thought about the week’s reading and that you come to class and engage in vigorous discussion.    Your grade will drop as a result of poor attendance, punctuality and participation. If you attend class consistently and participate in class discussion/activities, you will get full credit for this portion of your grade.
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