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Required Texts:

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

A Selection of Sonnets by William Shakespeare

Independent Reading, Short Stories, Newspaper Articles (teacher-approved selections)

Regents-Preparatory Materials

Course Overview: 

This eleventh grade English course will provide substantial preparation for the Regents exam (to be taken in January, 2012), literary analysis of assigned and selected texts, independent study, and Regents-preparatory and college-preparatory writing. We will first examine the ways in which literature reveals personal motivation and resulting action. Second, we will attend to texts that are open to an endless number of differing and yet excellent staged events. Third, we will recognize personal, societal and inter-textual connections between the literary works, the authors’ personal lives and times and our modern society. 

Course Expectations & Supplies:

· Bring a binder/5-subject notebook (with pockets) and multiple pens/pencils to class everyday.

· The binder/5-subject notebook (with pockets) should contain dividers with all your work in the following sections: Literary Analysis (LA), Language and Writing (LW), Regents Reading Strategies (RRS), Regents Writing Strategies (RWS) and Homework (HW).  If a binder is chosen, the binder should always contain 8 ½ x 11, lined, loose-leaf paper. 

· Always carry a book/text you are reading for this course.

· Writing (both formal and informal) for this course will be NO fewer than 300 words (about two full, handwritten pages/one full, typed page).  

· You are expected to check the teacher website www.msconn.net for all classwork and homework assignments. You are responsible for all missed work. Late work is penalized (half credit given) unless you provide the teacher with a legitimate parent’s/doctor’s note. Then, a specific, acceptable amount of time will be arranged with the teacher to make up missed work.  

· No electronic devices (headphones/earphones, cell phones, ipods, sidekicks, etc.) and no headgear will be worn in class, as they are distracting to a productive learning environment.

· No gum chewing, eating or drinking in class (only bottled water is acceptable). 

Grading:

Exams/Papers/Projects: 50%

You will be expected to engage in independent study, as well as classroom review, of all course materials in order to adequately prepare for each exam and effectively compose each paper.     

You will be expected to prepare for each exam by reviewing all necessary materials, as outlined in class and on www.msconn.net. You will also be expected to produce reflective, responsive and text-based papers that will assist in your success on the Regents exam. You will compose both formal (typed, edited, peer- reviewed) and informal (in-class, impromptu) writings in a variety of capacities: to understand, to explain and to evaluate. Your writing will be evaluated by the following five standards: meaning, development (content/support), organization/clarity, style, and mechanics. 

Quizzes: 20%

You will be given reading quizzes and vocabulary quizzes to evaluate your regular study of the assigned materials. The number of quizzes will vary for each marking period.
Homework: 15%

You will be expected to turn in homework in a timely manner, as punctuality carries heavy weight in this course. Late homework will automatically be considered half-credit, unless a doctor’s note or legitimate parental note is provided. 

Classwork, Participation and Citizenship: 15%

For this course to run smoothly, it is crucial that you attend class having read and thought about the week’s reading and that you come to class and engage in vigorous discussion.    Your grade will drop as a result of poor attendance, punctuality and participation. If you attend class consistently and participate in class discussion/activities, you will get full credit for this portion of your grade.

