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Course Overview

AP English Literature and Composition is a college-level course that follows the curricular requirements outlined in the College Board’s AP English Course Description. The course will provide students with intellectual challenges and workload consistent with those of an undergraduate English course. In this course, students will study drama, poems, short fiction, non-fiction, and novels that offer a panoramic perspective of the human experience. Through close reading of literary texts from a wide array of genres and time periods, students will come to understand the qualities inherent in great literature. Students will explore answers to the following questions: How are the struggles of humankind reflected in the universal themes of literature? What role does the understanding of these themes play in the present and future development of humanity? How does our writing, here and now, contribute to the collective “history” of humankind?  

The demands of this course will be rigorous, but with substantial intellectual reward and accomplishment. Literary analysis will include the study of figurative language, diction, rhetoric, style, structure, language and syntax. Mastery of literary terms will be essential. Vocabulary study will be incorporated. There will be a significant amount of reading followed by a significant amount of discussion and written interpretation. Writing well about literature will be mandated. Students will keep a writing journal over the course of the year to engage in regular self-assessment. 

Course Objectives

In this course, you will:

· Improve close reading and analytical strategies

· Stretch imaginative abilities in reaction to literature

· Improve your ability to find and explain (through discussion and writing) what is of value in literature

· Develop an effective understanding and use of rhetoric strategies, including tone, voice, diction and sentence structure

· Improve organization in writing to improve coherence and emphasis

· Effectively explain and support arguments

· Advance vocabulary skills and language appropriation 

Reading Assignments

The most essential requirement for this course is that students read every assignment—read it with care and read it on time. Students will need to plan time in their schedule for more reading than most courses require in high school. Poetry will need to be read multiple times, so do not think that poetry assignments will be easier because they are shorter in length. Novels will demand planning and extensive time devoted to reading and analysis.
Writing Assignments

In this course, students will use writing in three capacities: to understand, to explain, and to evaluate. Papers will be examined based on four standards of writing effectiveness: content/support, organization/clarity, style and mechanics. Through workshops and the revision process (revisions will be due one week after the originals are returned), emphasis will predominantly focus on the writing process, thus fostering maximum individual growth. Students will compose critical, creative, informal and formal AP-based writing. 

Critical writing asks that you evaluate the effectiveness of a literary piece, but to be an effective evaluator, one must understand and explain. The critical writing opportunities will include, but are not limited to, explications of a poem and a play, a close reading of a novel, and a research-based novel analysis. The specifics will be addressed throughout the year. Students will be expected to include specific and well-chosen evidence to articulate their analysis of poems, drama, and fiction. The critical writings are based on close textual analysis of structure, style (language, imagery, symbolism, tone) and social/historical values. These critical papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, proofread, approximately two-three pages, with the research-based papers five-seven pages. Rough drafts will also be required. Writing will be examined in in-class and on-line workshops. Students will be expected to examine and create rubrics based on the AP English 9-point rubric. 

Creative writing will also be a component of this course and will be assessed based on knowledge and application of appropriate structures and styles within the assignment’s parameters. Techniques to be addressed include structure, theme, and style (diction, syntax, figurative language, symbolism, and tone). Creative writing opportunities include, but are not limited to, sonnets, group-authored and class-presented poetry, fiction stories, and others. These assignments must be typed and proofread before turned in to me. Workshops will also be conducted in-class and on-line in which a 6-point rubric will be used to evaluate each writing piece. 

All forms of writing will fall under the categories of informal and formal. Informal writing will be done in class and will be primarily AP-based examination, which will often include responsive and text-based writing. There will also be free-response, in-class and journal writings as a basis for discussion. All informal writing will be handwritten. The informal pieces will be assessed based on depth of analysis and less on structure. Formal writing will include textual analysis, research-based writing. All formal writing will be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, proofread, and workshopped.

Throughout the course, students will utilize workshop and language mini-lessons to assist in the goal of developing stylistic maturity in writing and language usage. Vocabulary and language development will also be included in accordance with mastery-level objectives. 

Writing Evaluation

For your writing, you will be evaluated by the AP rubric, which evaluates:

· Ideas and Content

· Insight and Support

· Voice

· Organization

· Word Choice and Sentence Fluency

· Conventions

Quizzes and Exams

I will not announce quizzes ahead of time, and we will have a number of them. The reading quizzes will be based on at-home readings and will be given as the first ten minutes of class. If you come in late, you will not be permitted to take the quiz. These reading quizzes will be straightforward and merely assess your completion of the reading homework. 

Grading

Grades in this course will assess progress over time—improvement and hard work. Grades will reflect commitment which may include, but is not limited to the following: attention to knowledge and acquisition and improvement in literary study, timely efforts, class attendance and participation, cooperative working to acquire knowledge and help others improve writing and reading analysis. Grading will be based on class discussion and activities during class, out-of-class reading and other assignments, and papers written in and out of class. 

Grading Scale

	Course Work
	Percent of Final Grade

	Exams, Papers, and Projects
	50%

	Reading and Vocabulary Quizzes
	20%

	Homework
	15%

	In-class writings, discussion and participation
	15%


Texts

· Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense (Arp, Johnson; select stories and poetry)
· Sophie’s World (Gaardner)

· Oedipus Rex (Sophocles)
· Shakespearean selections (plays will vary)

· A Modest Proposal (Swift)

· A Doll House (Ibsen)

· The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde)

· The Metamorphosis (Kafka)

· The Awakening (Chopin)

· The Things They Carried (O’Brien; select stories)

· All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque)

· 1984 (Orwell)

· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Kesey)

· The Kite Runner (Hosseini)

· Various non-fiction stories/articles
Course Outline

Semester One—18 Weeks

Weekly Vocabulary Quizzes:

           Objectives are to

· Improve vocabulary knowledge and competence.

· Improve sentence fluency, sentence variety and grammatical conventions.

Introductory Unit—2 Weeks

· Hand out syllabus and course calendar

· Set the tone for the course: The Emperor’s Three Questions (Tolstoy)

· Introduce Vocabulary Study and Weekly Quizzes

· Introduce Elements of Literary Terms for Test

· Answering the “So What?” question (reference: an essay about essays)

· Oedipus Rex (Sophocles)

-Analytical Focus: irony, classical tragedy, Greek drama

-Thematic Focus: self-knowledge, pride, arrogance

-Assignment: study guide

· The First AP Essay: A White Heron (Jewett)

-Analyze rhetorical qualities

-Talk through the process: what went right, what went wrong, and what do you need?

· Make 1st entry in writing journal. 

The College Entrance/Scholarship Essay—1 Week

· Evaluate exemplars

· Analysis: What makes an exemplary essay?

· Rhetorical Focus: Voice and logic; fluency; organization; word choice; conventions

· Peer Review

Sophie’s World (Gaardner)—3 Weeks

· Read Sophie’s World (Gaardner). See assignment link online.

· Participate in online discussion. See guidelines in assignment link online.

· Create a project presentation. Project details are online. 

Shakespeare’s Works (Othello, Hamlet, As You Like It, & various sonnets)—5 weeks

· Analytical Focus: Shakespearean structure, figurative language, etc.

· Thematic Focus: varies

· Activities: Analyzing and performing/presenting passages; developing class-created rubric for sonnet analysis and writing

Satire Unit—1 Week

· A Modest Proposal (Swift)—annotate text

· Various practice test selections

· Essay (5): Advice to Youth (Twain)

A Doll’s House (Ibsen)—2 Weeks

· Analytical Focus: character, irony, point of view

· Thematic Focus: Women’s Rights

· Assignments: Study Guide and Group-Based Rubrics on 9-point, holistic rubric (diction, syntax, structure, style, specificity and generalities, rhetorical techniques)

· Essay (6): Critical Essay #2—individually

Poetry (various selections from Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense)—2 weeks

· Analytical Focus: elements of poetry

· Thematic Focus: varies with poems

· Poetry Terms Test

· Essays (7 and 8): Death of a Toad (Wilbur) and The Author to her Book (Bradstreet)

Semester One Exam

· A practice AP exam is given.

· Writing Journal is due.

Semester Two—18 Weeks

Weekly: Vocabulary Quizzes

The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde)—2 Weeks

· Analytical Focus: humor, irony, satire, syntax

· Thematic Focus: manners and conventions

· Assignments: study guide and class-created rubric on 9-point, holistic rubric (diction, syntax, structure, style, specificity and generalities, rhetorical techniques)

Short Fiction Unit—4 weeks

· Analytical Focus: various literary elements, as applicable

· Thematic Focus: various themes

· Close reading: annotate a text from this unit

· Assignment: Group-Based Rubrics on 9-point, holistic rubric (diction, syntax, structure, style, specificity and generalities, rhetorical techniques)
· Compare/Contrast graphic organizer

· Essay (9): Compare/Contrast (selected stories)

Novella Unit-The Metamorphosis (Kafka) and The Awakening (Chopin)--1 Week

· Analytical Focus: point of view, imagery, diction, and tone

· Thematic Focus: alienation, societal expectations and self-determination

· Assignments: study guide and final analytical paper and research 

Independent Novel Unit (Choose Brave New World or 1984 and All Quiet on the Western Front or One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest)—3 Weeks

Brave New World (Huxley):

· Analytical Focus: Dystopian genre, diction, tone, imagery

· Thematic Focus: value of art, what it means to be human, ethics of science and technology

· Assignment: study guide

· Essay (10): diction and imagery

· List serv discussion

1984 (Orwell):

· Analytical Focus: point of view, diction, tone, imagery, syntax

· Thematic Focus: dissolution of language, innate vs. learned behavior, objective reality

· Assignment: study guide

· Essay (10): analyze a passage—diction and imagery

All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque):

· Analytical Focus: point of view, diction, tone, imagery, figurative language, etc.

· Thematic Focus: glorifying service, horrors of war, camaraderie, origins of war

· Assignment: study guide and passage analysis

Essay (10): Choose a theme from the novel—diction, tone, imagery, figurative language

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Kesey):

· Analytical Focus: point of view, diction, tone, symbolism, figurative language

· Thematic Focus: oppression and manipulation

· Assignment: study guide

· Essay (10): theme—diction, tone, symbolism

· List serv discussion

The Kite Runner (Hosseini)—1 Week

· Analytical Focus: point of view, diction, tone, figurative language, symbolism
· Thematic Focus: class and cultural struggle, redemption, identity formation
· Assignment: study guide
· List serv discussion
Reviewing Rhetoric—1 Week

· Read and annotate Tom Wolfe article and discuss

· Debate: Why girls do better in college (texts provided; groups read, analyze and prepare arguments and rebuttals)

· Argument/Rhetoric terms test

Test Prep—3 Weeks

· Practice objective tests: two versions

· Review answering strategies, thinking processes, pitfalls, etc.

· Essay (11): Obason (Kogawa)

· Essay (12): The Other Paris (Gallant)

· Review test prep materials and independent study

Writing journal is due.

**AP EXAM (first part of May)**

Final Project (3 weeks after the test through the end of the school year)

Students suggest a project that meets at least two of the following:

· Integrates the study of the literature/concepts/themes we have studied

· Explores a new study of a text/concept

· Requires all students to write/contribute

· Offers a collaborative or independent public performance/presentation
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